
•New Urbanism in Europe
•Impediments.

•Old rules in a new age ( confusion between urbanisation and industrialisation)
•Ignorance of unintended consequences.  “The Death of Common Sense”
•Failure to understand that the built environment is a political system ITSELF

‘Fall of Public Man’Fall of Public Man
•Health and safety legislation.
•Short term finance versus patient money
•Stewardship versus development
•Land equalisation and draw down ( financial model of stewardship)
•Architectural prejudice ( creativity versus self conscious originality refusal to learn
from the past:  genuine living tradition versus kitsch /pastiche: the similarities between 
tradition and sustainability)tradition and sustainability)
•McHargian environmentalism ( landscape urbanism) Urbanism is the residual
of all other concerns
•Single issue sustainability assessments ( ignorance of how to value urbanism)
•Urbanism percevied  as (part of the) solution, not  the problem.
•Ignorance of the cross cultural fundamentals of urbanism.

Street, block, plot and building type:- The robust, generative
adaptable nature of this way of thinking
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adaptable nature of this way of thinking
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The lunatics have taken over the asylum



Industrialisation and Urbanisation
are NOT the same thing





‘Cafes and bars will no longer be the fungus that 
eats up the pavements of Paris’  Corb 1923



Despite the high social and  
political ideals shared by so manypolitical ideals shared by so many 
influential designers, planners and 
politicians that produced places 
like this they seem to have failedlike this, they seem to have failed 
in a spectacular and tragic fashion.

Hulme, Manchester



The Paranoia of Conflict

Health- The state of being healthy inHealth The state of being healthy in 
body, mind (and spirit)

Safety- Freedom from danger or risksSafety Freedom from danger or risks

These two have become one and the same 
thing.thing. 

Result, the death of interaction,, ,
exchange and public life. Nobody dies
Nobody lives either
.



“Planning Cities around an accepted set of principles equals 
painting by numbers. The results are barely acceptable and the products lack soul”

Commission for Architecture & the Built Env’t.  (seminar on principles of good design. 
Nov. 2002)





‘The current crisis of disorder’ 
Jack Robertson, 

‘ Such is the residue of modern design in a culture that does not provide a larger  Such is the residue of modern design in a culture that does not provide a larger 
and governing vision in which to fit all the objects it produces; a culture gripped by a 
devastating schizophrenia that finds no mediation between specific things and their 
real or implied framework. We make very few successful places, only things.’real or implied framework. We make very few successful places, only things.





Brandevoort
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What on earth is this?











“of its time”of its time ......

If it is built today it is self evidently of its time 
regardless of what it looks like.regardless of what it looks like.

Zeitgeist ‘Spirit of the age’ 
not a private clubp
What is the Zeitgeist?
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The Social Logic of Space

PAUL MURRAIN ACNU 2010

g p



PAUL MURRAIN ACNU 2010



PAUL MURRAIN ACNU 2010



Tradition Wh t d it ll ?Tradition. What does it really mean?
Collective intelligence embodied in centuries of refined knowledge.

T diti b d ib d t i f th f hiTradition may be described as an extension of the franchise.
Tradition means giving votes to the most obscure of all classes, our ancestors.
Tradition refuses to submit to the small and arrogant oligarchy of those who merely
happen to be walking about All democrats object to men being disqualified byhappen to be walking about. All democrats object to men being disqualified by
the accident of birth; tradition objects to their being disqualified by the accident 
of death. Democracy tells us not to neglect a good man’s opinion even if he is 
our groom; tradition asks us not to neglect a good man’s opinion even if he is our g ; g g p
father

G.K.Chesterton



Civic Art 1922., The New Civic Art 
2003



Melrose Arch Johannesburg SA

Morelia Mexico

We are what we repeatedly do
Excellence is not an act, but a habit.

Morelia Mexico

,
-Aristotle



EUROPEAN NEW URBANISM    

Architecture/Environmental technologies
M h l i l/ l i l lMorphological/classical vernacular
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Local GlobalLocal-Global
Most successful local places are punctuations on global networks
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Public /Private –no compromise!
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Plessis RobinsonPlessis Robinson











Poundbury.







“Factories First”
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Hammerby Sjostad
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Street, Block AND PLOT-The grain of adaptation









It’s the urbanism stupid


