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…there was no there, there….?
Neighbourhood based Urbanism

Peter Richards DEICKE RICHARDS Architects, Brisbane, Qld

Is the 400m radius circle, the five minute walk, that defines a neighbourhood, 

a subversive new urbanist plot or an important idea in the structuring of settlements?  

Where are the centres and edges and do the circles touch?
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‘Traditional’ or ‘Sustainable Neighbourhoods’

Neighbourhood based Urbanism in inner western Brisbane

Research into Subtropical (?) Neighbourhood Design (not subdivisions)

Two projects 
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? ?OK
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….advise that the Council..on September 1 2000, determined to refuse the 

application.

...incompatible with and detrimental to the amenity of both existing and future 

residential development in the locality. 

..intrusion of a non-residential and incompatible land-use into a residential area

…modification as proposed would have a detrimental impact on the visual character 

of the street 

…provides insufficient carparking and servicing spaces on the site

….(and as an objection) constitutes ribbon commercial development
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ACNU August  2005 Subtropical Neighbourhoods aggregate to form a 
Subtropical Town and City



ACNU August  2005 The Subtropical Neighbourhood has a distinctive 
relationship to its Site and Landscape
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Parks and Open Spaces
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Streetscapes



ACNU August  2005 The Subtropical Neighbourhood creates sites for 
Subtropical Buildings
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Landscape and allows one to grow
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that are legible, memorable and comfortable
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Neighbourhoods are valid (If there are no neighbourhoods, what is there?)

Circles are OK (the 400m, five minute walk is pretty useful and powerful)

Be relaxed about spacing, but a max 1-1.2km, 

Centres in memorable places, accessible and legible locations where 

reasonable catchment is possible

Work at it. It doesn’t come naturally to the market 

Neighbourhoods are a fundamental ingredient of robust urban environments

Make sure the aggregation of neighbourhoods forms a town


